The Manuscript of Our Constitution 


by Hrishikes Sen 


Whenever the Constitution of India comes up in any discussion, we refer mainly to the textual 
content, that is, what is written in it. But India’s Constitution is not only the longest written 
constitution, it also has elements other than what is written. It contains textual as well as visual 
elements. 


For drafting the Constitution of India, the Constituent Assembly took this resolution on 29 
August 1947: 


This Assembly resolves that a Committee consisting of— 


(1) Shri Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar, 
(2) Shri N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar, 
(3) The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, 
(4) Shri K. M. Munshi, 
(5) Saiyid Mohd. Saadulla, 
(6) Sir B. L. Mitter, 

(7) Shri D. P. Khaitan, 


be appointed to scrutinise the draft of the text of the Constitution of India 
prepared by the Constitutional Adviser giving effect to the decisions taken 
already in the Assembly and including all matters which are ancillary thereto or 
which have to be provided in such a Constitution, and to submit to the 
Assembly, for consideration [sic] the text of the draft Constitution as revised by 
the Committee. ' 


As per this resolution, the draft Constitution was prepared by Sir Benegal Narsing Rau, 
Constitutional Adviser to the Constituent Assembly, and his assistant, Sudhindranath Mukherjee, Joint 
Secretary and Draftsman, mainly by collecting gems and jewels from other people’s constitutions. 
Then the Constituent Assembly debated on the draft and passed various amendments, which were 
incorporated into the draft by the Drafting Committee, led by Ambedkar. 


After deliberations for nearly three years, the Constituent Assembly of India adopted the 
Constitution on 26 November 1949. This was not a printed book. The physical item adopted as the 
Constitution was a hand-written and highly illustrated manuscript. 


This manuscript was a work of art. It was bound in black leather, embossed in gold with 
complex patterns. It was written on microbe-resistant parchment sheets measuring 45.7 cm x 58.4 cm 
with a shelf life of a thousand years. The finished manuscript consisted of 234 pages and weighed ~ 
13 kg. The text was calligraphed by Prem Behari Narain Raizada (1901-1966), employed with the firm 
Govan Brothers of Rampur, using a holder and No. 303 nib. 


The manuscript was illuminated by Nandalal Bose (1882-1966), known as the artist laureate 
of India, and his students, from Kala Bhavan (Institute of Fine Arts), Visvabharati University. The 
illustrations were done in indigenous methods, using gold-leaf and stone colours. The illustrations 
represent styles from different civilisations of the subcontinent, ranging from the prehistoric 
Mohenjodaro, in the Indus Valley, to the present. 


The names of the illustrators, other than Bose, are not given in the manuscript, the colophon 
page only refers to them as “other artists of Santiniketan, Viswabharati”. However, they had signed 
their illustrations, and these signatures can be used for identification. The manuscript had three sets 
of signature. Firstly, the name of the calligrapher is signed as Prem at bottom left of the text window 
on each page. Secondly, the name of the illustrator is signed at bottom left of each illustrated page 
frame. Thirdly, the pictures are separately signed. There are twenty-two parts in the original 
Constitution; start-page and end-page of each part, as well as the Emblem page, the Preamble page, 
start-page and end-page of the Schedules as a whole and eight signature pages (signatures also 
encroach onto the Eighth Schedule page and the colophon page) and the colophon page, have highly 
decorated borders. Illustrators’ names are signed below the borders. The picture pages include the 
Emblem page, the Preamble page and the start-pages of each part. These pictures are also signed. 


Earlier, | was engaged in a digitization project of the original Constitution in English 
Wikisource, and had spent much time poring over these signatures to identify the illustrators. The 
challenge was to find an artist whose name conforms to the signature and who was a member of the 
Kala Bhavan at the given time. Let us discuss these highly illustrated pages one-by-one. 
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This page was signed as DV, in Roman, on the bottom right of the image. The illustrator was 
Dinanath Bhargava (1927-2016), one of Bose’s students. Later he became famous for his wash 
paintings. He took the design from the Lion Capital of Emperor Ashoka at Sarnath and inserted the 
Sanskrit motto (Satyameva jayate) from the Mundaka Upanishad. To study live lions and their 
mannerisms for his project, Bhargava commuted daily, for about a month, from Santiniketan to the 
Kolkata zoo.” Later this drawing got adopted as the National Emblem. 


Preamble page 
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2 PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly | 
resolved fo constitute India into a SOVEREIGN DEMO~- 
CRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens: 
JUSTICE, social,economic and political; 
LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and 
worship ; 
| EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; 
and to promote among them all 
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual 
Aig || and the unity of the Nation; NE: 
IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY his twenty-| || Ret 
sixth day of November, 1949,do HEREBY ADOPT, | | 
| ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS ||| 2 
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This page was signed as XTH in Devanagari, on bottom right of the page frame. The illustrator 
was Beohar Rammanohar Sinha (1929-2007), a student of the Kala Bhavan at the time, 
later to become an internationally famous painter and India’s cultural ambassador to 
the Far East. 


Start-page of Part | 


This part’s heading is The Union and its Territory. 
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Signed as PUTCT fie in Devanagari. The illustrator was Kripal Singh Shekhawat (1922-2008), 
later famous for reviving the art of Blue Pottery of Jaipur. The picture is that of the zebu bull (Bos 
taurus indicus), a main motif of the Indus Valley Civilisation. Zebu seals are found almost exclusively 
in the biggest Indus cities, like Harappa and Mohenjodaro, and seem to represent high-ranking 


officials.° 


End-page of Part | 


Signed as 4. TSAI in Devanagari. Illustrated by A. Perumal (1915-2004), a teacher at Kala 
Bhavan at the time.* 


Start-page of Part Il 


This part’s heading is Citizenship. 
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Frame signed as SAHAcil in Devanagari. Illustrated by Amala Sarkar, née Bose (1922-2010). 
She later married Kanailal Sarkar, chairman of the ABP Group, that owns Ananda Bazar Patrika, The 
Telegraph etc. She was a teacher at Kala Bhavan, and later at the Government College of Art & Craft, 
Kolkata. 


Picture signed as N™ in Bangla, on right lower margin. Illustrated by Nandalal Bose. Scene of 
Vedic Ashram (Gurukul). 


End-page of Part Il 


Signed as Ofar in Devanagari. Illustrated by Sumitra Narayan (b. 1929), elder sister of film director 
Shyam Benegal. After graduating from Kala Bhavan, she worked as a teacher in Patha Bhavan school, 
Kolkata. She was known for Alpona style of illustration. 


Sketch of Sumitra Narayan drawing Alpona, by Nandalal Bose on her birthday ° 


Start-page of Part Ill 


This part’s heading is Fundamental Rights. 
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Signed as AYAT in Devanagari. Illustrated by Jamuna Sen (1912-2001), daughter of Nandalal 
Bose. Scene of Rama, Sita and Lakshmana returning from Lanka. Based on this image, Allahabad High 
Court, in the 1993 Ayodhya Judgement, had declared Rama as a constitutional entity.® 


Jamuna Sen, portrait by 
Abanindranath Tagore, 1926.’ 


End-page of Part Ill 


Signed as aA in Bangla. Illustrated by Bani Patel (1928-2018), Nandalal Bose’s granddaughter 
through his daughter Gauri, and the youngest member of the team of artists.® 


Start-page of Part IV 


This part deals with Directive Principles of State Policy. 
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Frame signed as V. S. Masoji, in Roman. The illustrator was Vinayak Shivram Masoji (1897- 
1977), vice-principal of Kala Bhavan and the only Christian member of the team.? 


Picture signed as aH and ‘YM in Bangla. Illustrated by Bani Patel and Nandalal Bose. Scene 


of Krishna propounding Gita to Arjuna. 


End-page of Part IV 
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Signed as STH FAR in Devanagari. Illustrated by Beohar Rammanohar Sinha. 


Start-page of Part V 


This part’s heading is The Union, and there are five chapters. 
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Frame signed as frafear in Devanagari. Illustrated by Nibedita Bose (b. 1920), daughter of 
Tanayendranath Ghosh, teacher at Santiniketan, and wife of Biswarup Bose, Nandalal Bose’s son.”° 


Picture signed as V™ in Bangla and GILI(LOMEM in Tamil. Illustrated by Nandalal Bose and 
A. Perumal. Scene of Buddha’s enlightenment. 


End-page of Part V 


Signed as fACaTHOT in Bangla. Illustrated by Nibedita Bose. 


Start-page of Part VI 


This part’s heading is The States in Part A of the First Schedule. 
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Frame signed as Werle in Devanagari. Illustrated by Rajniti Singh. 


Picture signed as FANT and V™ in Bangla. Illustrated by Jamuna Sen and Nandalal Bose. Scene 
from Mahavira’s life. 


End-page of Part VI 
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Signed as PUITCT in Devanagari. The artist was Kripal Singh Shekhawat. 


Start-page of Part VII 
This part’s heading is The States in Part B of the First Schedule. \t contains one article only (Art. 
238). 


My wahies 


2 


el 2 foe od | he | 

(2)y arheb (82, tlle ‘cclsaurs 
dies Tet Bisbal ber 

By Set aearyaeny ee 


(Sn arlite (93,— 
paren 6 offhoinlal “the word! Yeo shall 


thy for clause), tabs bly tton ie see sate isa’ 

“9.e& eo aete) 

yh the Tia be 
nee 6 


Frame signed as X14 FAlet in Devanagari. Illustrated by Beohar Rammanohar Sinha. 


Picture signed as N™ in Bangla. Illustrated by Nandalal Bose. Scene depicting the spread of 
Buddhism by Emperor Asoka in India and abroad. 


End-page of Part VII 
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Signed as PUITCT in Devanagari. The artist was Kripal Singh Shekhawat. 


Start-page of Part VIII 


This part’s heading is The States in Part C of the First Schedule 
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Picture has this caption (in the List of Illustrations): Scene from Gupta Art 
development in different phases. 


End-page of Part VIII 
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Signed as PUITCT in Devanagari (Kripal Singh Shekhawat). 
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Part IX 


This part is headed 7he Territories in Part D of the First Schedule and other 


Territories not specified in that Schedule. \t contains Article 243. 


Signed as Y3AT in Bangla (Jamuna Sen). 


Picture depicts scene from Vikramaditya’s Court. 


Part X 


This part is headed The Scheduled and Tribal Areas. 
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Frame is signed as PUIeT in Devanagari (Kripal Singh Shekhawat). 
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Picture signed as FACAHOT in Bangla (Nibedita Bose). Scene depicts Nalanda University. 


Start-page of Part XI 


This part is headed Relations between the Union and the States. 
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Signed as OFA in Bangla (Amala Sarkar). 


Picture depicts Orissan sculpture. 


End-page of Part XI 
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Signed as CMa in Bangla. Illustrated by Gauri Bhanja (1907-1998), Nandalal Bose’s daughter. 
She was a reputed painter of murals and miniatures. She and her lawyer husband Santosh Kumar 
Bhanja were the parents of Bani Patel, mentioned above. She was a tutor at the Madras School of Arts 
and Crafts, and later became a teacher at Kala Bhavan.1? 


Start-page of Part XIl 


This part is headed Finance, Property, Contracts and Suits. 
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Signed as CMat in Bangla (Gauri Bhanja). 
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Picture depicts Nataraja. 


End-page of Part XII 
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Signed as fACaTHOT in Bangla (Nibedita Bose). 


Start-page of Part XIll 


This part is headed 7rade, Commerce and Intercourse within the territory of India. 
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Frame signed as VY in Bangla Jamuna Sen). 


Picture signed as V™ in Bangla (Nandalal Bose). Scene depicts Bhagiratha’s penance and the 
descent of Ganga, from Mahabalipuram sculptures. 


End-page of Part XIII 
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Signed as JANI in Bangla (Jamuna Sen). 


Start-page of Part XIV 


Part is headed Services under the Union and the States. 
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Frame is signed as CMHat in Bangla (Gauri Bhanja). 


Picture signed as VM in Bangla (Nandalal Bose). Scene depicts Akbar’s Court with Mughal 
architecture. 


End-page of Part XIV 
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Signed as CMT in Bangla (Gauri Bhanja). 


Start-page of Part XV 


Part is headed Elections. 
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Frame signed as RICA in Bangla. Illustrated by Dhirendra Krishna Deb Barman (1903-1995), 
renowned painter and sculptor from Tripura, who studied in Kala Bhavan and later became its 
principal.12 
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Shivaji’s portrait signed as RICAN in Bangla (Dhirendra Krishna Deb Barman). 


Guru Gobind Singh’s portrait signed as V™ in Bangla (Nandalal Bose). 


End-page of Part XV 
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Signed as PUITCT in Devanagari (Kripal Singh Shekhawat). 


Start-page of Part XVI 


This part is headed Special Provisions relating to Certain Classes. 
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Frame signed as Biswarup in Roman. Illustrated by Biswarup Bose (b. 1910), Nandalal Bose’s 
son and a pioneer of Indian woodcut printing.*? 


Picture caption: Portraits of Tipu Sultan and Lakshmi Bai (Rise against the British Conquest). 


Lakshmi Bai’s portrait signed as f= in Bangla (Biswarup Bose). Tipu’s portrait signed as Y™ 
in Bangla (Nandalal Bose). 


End-page of Part XVI 
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Signed as fACaTHOT in Bangla (Nibedita Bose). 


Start-page of Part XVII 


This part is headed Official Language. 
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Signed as aA in Bangla (Bani Patel). 


Picture is listed thus: Portrait of the Father of the Nation (Gandhiji’s Dandi March). It is 
captioned BAPUJI/12.4.1930. It is a replica of a canonical 1930 woodcut print by Nandalal Bose.’* *° 


End-page of Part XVII 
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Signed as aA in Bangla (Bani Patel). 


Start-page of Part XVIII 


Part is headed Emergency Provisions. 
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Frame signed as V. S. Masoji in Roman (Vinayak Shivram Masoji). 
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Picture listing: Bapuji the Peace-Maker-his tour in the riot affected areas of Noakhali. Signed 
as V™ in Bangla (Nandalal Bose). 


End-page of Part XVIII 
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Signed as V. S. Masoji in Roman (Vinayak Shivram Masoji). 


Start-page of Part XIX 


Part is headed Miscellaneous. Contains Articles 361-367 
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Picture listing: Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and other patriots trying to liberate Mother India 
from outside India. 


This quote from Netaji is written on the picture: Mahatma — Father of the Nation! In this holy 
war for India’s liberation, we ask for your blessings & good wishes. 


Picture signed as V™ in Bangla (Nandalal Bose). 


End-page of Part XIX 
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S ae rie Eich Anti nde 
7) ieee ae. pAb: eead gle 
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i =e sia dens Be 
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Signed as 9. GILI(LOMMEMT in Tamil (A. Perumal). 


Part XX 


Part headed Amendment of the Constitution. 


” ahaa cea mn a 
(a) abel 54, able 55, alle 73 ps 5 i gm 
saa, cane feat ta 


Geb ev he aonb, Poel, 
a: aap ae am Glleede 


sapere 


Frame signed as 9}. GILI(BLOMTEMT in Tamil (A. Perumal). 


Scene of the Himalayas. Signed as V™% in Bangla (Nandalal Bose). 


Start-page of Part XXI 


Part headed Temporary and Transitional Provisions. Contains Articles 369-392. 


4 id r 
sake dees aide 


Ve 

en ici oales 
OT ican pdonenee 
elated hn mas ane 

wal af ovr ky foe 

ag may Mee teh Doan spo 
(bs ke ave become, bth ale f he encom, 


vcxaue Ue howe ofted ar lhe of le said pai, af av ryfech ding 
tt a nde polit 


, spree vines 
a (a he paisa of ack 296 


Frame signed as faarsu ate in Devanagari (Biswarup Bose). 


Scene of the desert. Signed as FACAMOT and A in Bangla (Nibedita Bose and Nandalal Bose). 


End-page of Part XXI 


ag, 
Falvey arr arre 


Signed as CMat in Bangla (Gauri Bhanja). 


Part XXII 


Part headed Short Title, Commencement and Repeals. 


Darl XX 
593. Shs Gensldden may te called the Corot lan of Sad 
394 pes article camel apleles 56,7, 8,9, 60, 324, 366,361,179 380, 
398,34, 392 and 393 shall come ink, ferce al crt, send the remaining 2 
prrvivions of Uhes Gonslelien shall come inks force on the toente. 


Bponks. 
of Juba Sb, 1935, bgeller wih all onaclmenl, amending or 


le Ee Mi ilo iy ing 


Frame signed as V. S. Masoji in Roman (Vinayak Shivram Masoji). 


* OR 


fA 
: oesromcees |) | 


i‘ 


— = 7.7 


Scene of the ocean. Signed as CMHal and A in Bangla (Gauri Bhanja and Nandalal Bose). 


Start-page of the Schedules 


Se bailey of Se Se of, Aa shall conpaie the labo which imme 
Ube Ta ee Ml tae 

Ge borily of the Gade of Wed Bagel shad camie: the tee 
which immdadly pm haart ens partie: 4 
since of Wed Bengal. 


cach of She cher Shes tnt Gaal a sempre le 

S  paahee Re ae 

vd in Me crrpeadag Pair and tha hari whith, ty vi ofa 
hat. Pui 


Signed as fPyMA in Bangla (Biswarup Bose). 


End-page of the Schedules 
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Language 
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Signed as aA in Bangla (Bani Patel). 


This page also served as the first page of the signatures. The signatories were: 


Column 1 

1. Rajendra Prasad (1884-1963) (Bihar) 

2. Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964) (United Provinces) 
3. Narasimha Ayyangar Gopalaswami Ayyangar (1882-1953) (Madras) 
4. Alladi Krishnaswamy lyer (1883-1953) (-do-) 

5. Tanguturi Prakasam (1872-1957) (-do-) 

6. Kala Venkata Rao (1900-1959) (-do-) 


7. 
8. 


Gummidithala Durgabai (1909-1981) 
Madabhushi Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (1891-1978) 


Column 2 


9. 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 


Bhogaraju Pattabhi Sitaramayya (1880-1957) 
Omandur P. Ramaswamy Reddiyar (1895-1970) 
Ammu Swaminadhan (1894-1978) 

Kasturiranga Santhanam (1895-1980) 

Nayukulu Gogineni Ranga (1900-1995) 
Mosalikanti Thirumula Rao (1901-1970) 
Neelam Sanjiva Reddy (1913-1996) 


(-do-) 
(-do-) 


(Madras) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 


Page 2 of the Signatures 


Frame signed as PUT in Devanagari (Kripal Singh Shekhawat). 


Signatories to the Constitution were: 


Column 1 

16. Abul Kalam Azad (1888-1958) (United Provinces) 

17. Sardar Baldev Singh (1902-1961) (East Punjab) 

18. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur (1889-1964) (Central Provinces & Berar) 
19. Kallur Subba Rao (1897-1973) (Madras) 


20. Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel (1875-1950) (Bombay) 


21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 


Jagjivan Ram (1908-1986) 

John Mathai (1886-1959) 

Chidambaram Subramaniam (1910-2000) 
Jairamdas Daulatram (1891-1979) 

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (1891-1956) 
Paramasivan Subbarayan Gounder (1889-1962) 
Narhar Vishnu Gadgil (1896-1966) 

L. Krishnaswami Bharathi (b. 1904) 

Syama Prasad Mookerjee (1901- 1953) 

Kshitish Chandra Neogy (1888-1970) 


Column 2 


31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 


Ozhalur Viswanatha Mudaliar Alagesan (1911-1992) 
P. M. Velayudhapani (d. 1960) 

T. J. M. Wilson (d. 1986) 

Vellore lyyasamy Munuswamy Pillai (1889-1953) 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah (1905-1982) 
Sardar Nagappa (b. 1911) 

Padampat Singhania (1904-1979) 

Poojari Kakkan (1909-1981) 

Mahboob Ali Baig 

P. L. Narasimha Raju 

V. Ramaiah (b. 1920) 

Vaithilingam Nadimuthu Pillai (b. 1902) 
Dakshayani Velayudhan (1912-1978) 

Benegal Shiva Rao (1891-1975) 

Vengalaiah C. Kesava Rao (b. 1917) 


(Bihar) 

(United Provinces) 
(Madras) 

(East Punjab) 
(Bombay) 
(Madras) 
(Bombay) 
(Madras) 

(West Bengal) 
(-do-) 


(Madras) 

(-do-) 

(-do) 

(-do-) 

(Jammu and Kashmir) 
(Madras) 

(United Provinces) 
(Madras) 

(-do-) 

(-do) 

(Madras States) 
(Madras) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 


Page 3 of the Signatures 


Ei naan 
W Adal 
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Wid frre 


MH: Sedan Ape 


Frame signed as fACAPMHOT in Bangla (Nibedita Bose). 


Signatories to the Constitution were: 


Column 1 

46. D. Govinda Das (Madras) 
47. M. C. Veerabahu Pillai (1903-1976) (-do-) 
48. Kumaraswami Kamaraj (1903-1975) (-do-) 
49. Ullal Srinivasa Mallya (1902-1965) (-do-) 


50. Venkateswara lyer Subramaniam (b. 1900) (-do-) 


51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 


Mohamed Ismail (1896-1972) 

B. Pocker (1890-1965) 

P. Kunhiraman (b. 1895) 

Moturi Satyanarayana (1902-1995) 
K.T. M. Ahmed Ibrahim 


Bal Gangadhar Kher (1888-1957) 
Shankarrao Dattatreya Deo (1895-1974) 
Kanaiyalal Maneklal Munshi (1887-1971) 
Hansa Jivraj Mehta (1897-1995) 

A. Karunakara Menon (b. 1887) 

Joseph Alban D'Souza 


Column 2 


63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
7A. 


Ramchandra Manohar Nalavade 

Balchandra Maheshwar Gupte (b. 1895) 
Ranganath Ramachandra Diwakar (1894-1990) 
Kanaiyalal Nanabhai Desai (b. 1886) 

Ganesh Vasudev Mavalankar (1888- 1956) 
Siddavanahalli Nijalingappa (1902-2000) 
Khandubhai Kasanji Desai (1898-1975) 

Hari Vinayak Pataskar (1892-1970) 

Keshavrao Marutrao Jedhe (1886-1959) 
Harendra Coomar Mookerjee (1887-1956) 
Upendranath Barman (1899-1988) 
Naziruddin Ahmad (b. 1889) 

. Renuka Ray (1904-1997) 

. Abdul Halim Ghaznavi (1876-1953) 

. Ari Bahadur Gurung (1912-1980) 

. Ratnappa Bharamappa Kumbhar (1909-1998) 
. B. N. Munavalli (b. 1904) 


Muttaiya Annamalai Muthiah Chettiar (1905-1984) 


(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(Bombay) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(Madras) 
(Bombay) 


(Bombay) 
(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(West Bengal) 
(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 
(Bombay States) 
(-do-) 


Page 4 of the Signatures 


Pag ue 
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Sr ad en aan 
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Frame signed as V. S. Masoji in Roman (Vinayak Shivram Masoji). 


Signatories to the Constitution were: 


Co 
80 


81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 


lumn 1 


. R. E. Platel 

Monomohan Das (1910-1992) 

Mihir Lal Chattopadhyay (b. 1902) 

Satis Chandra Samanta (1900-1983) 
Suresh Chandra Majumdar (1888-1954) 
Basanta Kumar Das (1898-1984) 

Arun Chandra Guha (b. 1892) 


(West Bengal) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 


87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 


Jivatram Bhagwandas Kripalani (1888-1982) 
Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (1895-1953) 
Purushottamdas Tandon (1882-1962) 
Hriday Nath Kunzru (1887-1978) 
Prabhudayal Himatsingka (1889-1991) 
Surendra Mohan Ghose (1893-1976) 
Govind Malaviya (1902-1961) 

Balkrishna Vishwanath Keskar (1903-1984) 
Satish Chandra (b. 1917) 

Khurshed Lal (b. 1903) 


Column 2 


97. 
98. 
99. 


100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 


Jugal Kishore (b. 1894) 

Sucheta Kriplani (1908-1974) 

Mohanlal Gautam (b. 1902) 
Purnima Banerjee (1911-1951) 
Mahavir Tyagi (1899-1980) 
Algu Rai Shastri (1900-1967) 
Banshi Dhar Misra 


Jaspat Roy Kapoor (1896-1984) 
Jogendra Singh (1903-1979) 
Mohd. Hifzur Rahman (b. 1901) 
Shibban Lal Saxena (1906-1984) 
Har Govind Pant (1885-1957) 
Gopal Narain Saxena 

Qudsia Aizaz Rasul (1909-2001) 
Chaudhary Hyder Hussain 


Syed Mohammad Ahmad Kazmi (b. 1892)?® 


Raghunath Vinayak Dhulekar (1891 -1980) 


(United Provinces) 
(West Bengal) 
(United Provinces) 
(-do-) 

(West Bengal) 
(-do-) 

(United Provinces) 
(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 


(United Provinces) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
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Frame signed as A. Perumal in Roman. 


Signatories to the Constitution were: 


Column 1 

114. © Muhammad Ismail Khan (1884-1958) (United Provinces) 
115. Krishna Chandra Sharma (b. 1903) (-do-) 

116. Dharam Prakash (1900-1971) (-do-) 

117. Bhagwan Din (-do-) 

118. — Hira Vallabh Tripathi (1902-1982) (-do-) 

119. | Mohan Lal Saksena (1896-1965) (-do-) 


120. Ram Chandra Gupta (-do-) 


121. 


Phool Singh 


122. A. Dharam Dass (1887-1960) 

123. Ajit Prasad Jain (1902-1977) 

124. Balkrishna Sharma (1897-1960) 

125. Kamalapati Tiwari (1905-1990)*’ 

126. Masuriya Din (b. 1911) 

127. | Kamala Chaudhri (1908-1970) 

128. Venkatesh Narayan Tivary (1890-1965) 
129. Dayal Das Bhagat 

130. H.R. Guruv Reddy”®® 

Column 2 

131. Bakshi Tek Chand (b. 1883) 

132. | Thakurdas Bhargava (1886-1962) 

133. Yashwant Rai (b. 1915) 

134. | Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir (1899-1976) 
135. | Chaudhary Ranbir Singh Hooda (1914-2009) 
136. Achint Ram (1898-1961) 

137. —Bikramlal Sondhi (b. 1900) 

138. Nand Lal (1887-1959) 

139. Syed Hussain Imam (b. 1897) 

140. Satyanarayan Sinha (1900-1983) 

141. ~~‘ Paragi Lal 

142. Anugrah Narayan Sinha (1887-1957) 
143. — Sri Krishna Sinha (1887-1961) 

144. Mahesh Prasad Sinha (1900-1971) 
145. — Brajeshwar Prasad (1911-1979) 

146. Khushal Talaksi Shah (1888-1953) 


(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(Mysore) 


(East Punjab) 
(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(East Punjab) 
(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(Bihar) 

(-do-) 
(United Provinces) 
(Bihar) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 


Page 6 of the Signatures 


fem haga awe —eEnm 


V. TKnsishnemaChon: 


Frame signed as AYN in Bangla Jamuna Sen). 


Signatories to the Constitution were: 


Column 1 

147. | Amiya Kumar Ghosh 

148. —Banarsi Prasad Jhunjhunwala (1888-1966) 
149. Prosanto Kumar Sen (b. 1874) 

150. Raghunandan Prasad 

151. Sri Narayan Mahtha (1901-1956) 

152. | Shyam Nandan Sahay (1900-1957) 

153. Bhagwat Prasad (d. 1987) 

154. | Vishwambhar Dayalu Tripathi (1899-1959) 


(Bihar) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(United Provinces) 


155. Sarangdhar Sinha (1901-1985) 

156. Tajamul Hussain (1893-1974) 

157. Krishna Ballabh Sahay (1898-1974) 

158. | Ramnarayan Singh (1885-1964) 

159. Jagat Narain Lal (1896-1966) 

160. Syed Jafar Imam (1900-1965) 

161. Jadubans Sahay 

162. Sardar Mohamad Latifur Rahman (1900-1980) 
Column 2 

163. Devendra Nath Samanta (1900-1988) 

164. Chandrika Ram (1918-1980) 

165. Mohammad Tahir (b. 1903) 

166. Guptanath Singh (1900-1977) 

167. Deep Narain Sinha (1894-1977) 

168. Boniface Lakra (1898-1976) 

169. Kamaleshwari Prasad Yadav (1902-1989) 
170. | Kameshwar Singh of Darbhanga (1907-1962) 
171. —Jaipal Singh Munda (1903-1970) 

172. | Binodanand Jha (1900-1971) 

173. | Vangal Thiruvenkatachari Krishnamachari (1881-1964) 
174. |Panampilly Govinda Menon (1906-1970) 
175. Ravi Shankar Shukla (1877-1956) 

176. Frank Anthony (1908-1993) 

177. | Rustom K. Sidhwa (1882-1957) 

178. Thakur Cheedilal (1886-1956) 


(Bihar) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 


(Bihar) 
(-do-) 

(-do) 

(-do) 

(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(Rajasthan) 
(Travancore-Cochin) 


(Central Provinces and Berar) 


(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 


Page 7 of the Signatures 


Frame signed as CMHat in Bangla (Gauri Bhanja). 


Signatories to the Constitution were: 


Column 1 

179. Seth Govind Das (1896-1974) 

180.  Brijlal Nandlal Biyani (1896-1968) 

181. | Ghanshyam Singh Gupta (1885-1976) 

182. Hari Vishnu Kamath (1907-1982) 

183. Shankar Tryambak Dharmadhikari (1899-1985) 
184. Raghu Vira (1902-1963) 

185. Panjabrao Shamrao Deshmukh (1898-1965) 
186. Kazi Syed Karimuddin (1899-1977) 

187. Bhagwantrao A. Mandloi (1892-1977) 


QA ig se — 
betnreet’ Nice, 


(Central Provinces and Berar) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 


188. Gopinath Bardoloi (1890-1950) (Assam) 
189. | Hemchandra Jagobaji Khandekar (Central Provinces and Berar) 
190. | Lakshman Shrawan Bhatkar (1901-1970) (-do-) 
191. Nibaran Chandra Laskar (1908-1967) (Assam) 
192. Syed Muhammad Saadulla (1885-1955) (-do-) 
193. Rohini Kumar Chaudhury (1889-1955) (-do-) 
194. (Rev.) James Joy Mohan Nichols-Roy (1884-1959) (-do-) 
Column 2 
195. Syed Abdur Rouf (Assam) 
196. Kuladhar Chaliha (1887-1963) (-do-) 
197.  Amritlal Vithaldas Thakkar (1869-1951) (Saurashtra) 
198. Dharanidhar Basu-Matari (b. 1914) (Assam) 
199. Biswanath Das (1889-1984) (Orissa) 
200. Krishna Chandra Gajapati Narayana Deo (-do-) 

of Parlakimedi (1892-1974) 
201. Lakshminarayan Sahu (1890-1963) (-do-) 
202. Lokanath Misra (1922-2009) (-do-) 
203. Bhubanananda Das (1885-1958) (-do-) 
204. Nanda Kishore Das (d. 1986) (-do-) 
205.  Rajkrishna Bose (1900-1992) (-do-) 
206. Santanu Kumar Das (1917-1993) (-do-) 
207. Mukut Bihari Lal Bhargava (1903-1980) (Ajmer-Merwara) 
208. | Cheppudira Muthana Poonacha (1910-1990) (Coorg) 


Page 8 of the Signatures 
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Frame signed as Biswarup in Roman (Biswarup Bose). 
Signatories to the Constitution were: 
Column 1 


209. Kyasamballi Chengalaraya Reddy (1902-1976) 
210. Kengal Hanumanthaiah (1908-1980) 

211. Ratiram Deshbhandhu Gupta (1901-1951) 
212. H.R. Guruv Reddy® 

213. Totappa Siddalingaiah (1898-1984) 

214. ~S.V. Krishnamurthy Rao (1902-1968) 

215. = T. Chennaiah (1912-1985) 


(Mysore) 
(-do-) 
(Delhi) 
(Mysore) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 
(-do-) 


216. H. Siddaveerappa (d. 1981) 

217. — Lal Mohan Pati 

218.  Jasimuddin Ahmad 

219. Maulana Mohammad Sayeed Masoodi (1905-1990) 
220. Mirza Mohammad Afzal Beg (1908-1982) 
221. Motiram Baigra (1908-2002) 

222. Balwant Rai Gopalji Mehta (1900-1965) 
223. Chimanlal Chakubhai Shah (b. 1902) 
224. Jainarain Vyas (1899-1963) 

225. Raj Kunwar 

Column 2 

226. Manikya Lal Varma (1897-1969) 

227. Gokul Lal Asava (b. 1901) 

228. Vinayakrao Balshankar Vaidya (b. 1889) 
229. —_ Hiralal Shastri (1899-1974) 

230. Jaswant Singh (b. 1903) 

231. Sardar Singh of Khetri (1920-1987) 

232.  Jaisukhlal Hathi (1909-1982) 

233.  Apji Dalel Singh (1909-1984) 

234. Nyapathi Madhava Rau (1887-1972) 
235. Balwant Sinha Mehta (1900-2003) 

236. Ramchandra Upadhyaya 

237. Raj Bahadur (1912-1990) 

238. | Awadhesh Pratap Singh (1888-1967) 
239. Vinayak Sitaram Sarwate (1884-1972) 
240. Yudhishthir Misra (b. 1916) 

241. Ramprasad Potai (1920-1962) 

242. Mannulal Dwivedi (b. 1908) 


(-do-) 
(Orissa States) 
(West Bengal) 


(Jammu and Kashmir) 


(-do-) 

(-do-) 
(Saurashtra) 
(-do-) 
(Rajasthan) 
(Orissa States) 


(Rajasthan) 
(-do-) 

(Bombay States) 
(Rajasthan) 
(-do-) 

(-do-) 
(Saurashtra) 
(Rajasthan) 
(Orissa States) 
(Rajasthan) 
(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(Vindhya Pradesh) 
(Madhya Bharat) 
(Orissa States) 


(Central Provinces States) 


(Vindhya Pradesh) 
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Frame signed as Biswarup in Roman (Biswarup Bose). 


Signatories to the Constitution were: 


Column 1 

243. §Shambhu Nath Shukla (1903-1978) (Vindhya Pradesh) 
244. — Kishori Mohan Tripathi (1912-1994) (Central Provinces States) 
245. Ram Sahai Tiwari (b. 1903) (Vindhya Pradesh) 
246. —_Brijraj Narain (Madhya Bharat) 
247. — Gopikrishna Vijayavargiya (1905-1984) (-do-) 

248. Sitaram Surajmal Jajoo (1915-1983) (-do-) 


249. —Radhavallabh Vijayavargiya (-do-) 


250. Kusum Kant Jain (1921-2013) (-do-) 

251. Ram Sahai (b. 1895) (-do-) 

252. Ranjit Singh (b. 1897) (Patiala and East Punjab States Union) 
253. Kaka Bhagwant Roy (b. 1917) (-do-) 

254. A. Thanu Pillai (1885-1970) (Travancore-Cochin) 
255. — P. Sundaram Nataraja Pillai (1891-1966) (-do-) 

256. Annie Mascarene (1902-1963) (-do-) 

257. — Pulloli Thomas Chacko (1915-1964) (-do-) 

258. K.A. Mohamed (-do-) 

259. _ R. Sankar (1909-1972) (-do-) 

Column 2 

260. Thakur Lal Singh (b. 1890) (Bhopal) 

261. Yashwant Singh Parmar (1906-1981) (Himachal Pradesh) 
262. Bhawanji Arjun Khimji (b. 1902) (Kutch) 

263. — Girija Shankar Guha (b. 1893) (Tripura and Manipur) 
264. = Jivraj Narayan Mehta (1887-1978) (Bombay States) 
265. Gopaldas Ambaidas Desai (1887-1951) (-do-) 

266. Gokulbhai Daulatram Bhatt (1898-1986) (-do-) 

267. — Pranlal Thakurlal Munshi (b. 1885) (-do-) 

268. Ratan Lal Malaviya (1907-1984) (Central Provinces States) 
269. Sochet Singh Aujla (1905-1976) (Patiala and East Punjab States Union) 
270. Krishna Singh (b. 1903) (United Provinces States) 
271. Bashir Hussain Zaidi (1898-1992) (-do-) 

272. —Tiruvellore Thattai Krishnamachari (1899-1974) (Madras) 

273. | Sachchidananda Sinha (1871-1950) (Bihar) 

274. Benegal Narsing Rau (1887-1953) Constitutional Adviser 
275. | Haravu Venkatanarasimha Varadaraja lyengar (1902-1978) Secretary 

276. Sudhindra Nath Mukhopadhyay Joint Secretary 


Colophon page 


This page also doubled as the tenth signature page. The frame was unsigned. 


Signatories to the Constitution were: 
Column 1 


277. Rev. Jerome D'Souza (1897-1977) 
278. Ramnath Goenka (1904-1991) 
279. | Feroze Gandhi (1912-1960) 


(Madras) 
(-do-) 
(United Provinces) 


Column 2 


280. | Harekrushna Mahatab (1899-1987) 
281. Sunder Lall 


Members who did not sign 


C. Perumalswamy Reddy (d. 1958) 
Stanley Henry Prater (1890-1960) 


(Orissa) 
(United Provinces) 


(Madras) 
(-do-) 


Raja Swetachalapati Ramakrishna Ranga Rao of Bobbili (1901-1978) (-do-) 


1 
2 
3 
4. Ramasamy Chetty Kandasamy Shanmukham Chetty (1892-1953) 
5. Tiruppur Angappa Ramalingam Chettiar (1881-1952) 
6. Minocher Rustom Masani (1905- 1998) 

7. Sadashiv Kanoji Patil (1898-1981) 

8. Abdul Kadar Mohammad Shaikh 

9. A.A. Khan 

10. Allama Raghib Ahsan (1905-1975) 

11. Abdul Hamid 

12. Damodar Swarup Seth (1896-1965) 


(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(Bombay) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(-do-) 

(West Bengal) 
(-do-) 

(United Provinces) 


13. Govind Ballabh Pant (1887-1961) (-do-) 

14. Harihar Nath Shastri (b. 1905) (-do-) 

15. Jagannath Baksh Singh (-do-) 

16. Jwala Prasad Srivastava (1889-1954) (-do-) 

17. Hasrat Mohani (1878-1951) (-do-) 

18. Rafi Anmad Kidwai (1894-1954) (-do-) 

19. Sardar Hukam Singh (1895-1983) (East Punjab) 
20. Sardar Bhupinder Singh Mann (1916-1993) (-do-) 

21. Rameshwar Prasad Sinha (d. 1965) (Bihar) 

22. Hari Singh Gour (1870-1949) (Central Provinces and Berar) 
23. Samaldas Laxmidas Gandhi (1903-2000) (Saurashtra) 
24. Balasaheb Hanmantrao Khardekar (b. 1903) (Bombay States) 


25. Sarangadhar Das (1887-1957) 
26. Himmat Singh K. Maheshwari 


Female signatories 


7. Gummidithala Durgabai 
11. Ammu Swaminadhan 
43. Dakshayani Velayudhan 
60. Hansa Jivraj Mehta 

75. Renuka Ray 


98. Sucheta Kriplani 


(Orissa States) 
(Cooch Behar) 


(Madras) 
(-do-) 

(-do-) 
(Bombay) 
(West Bengal) 


(United Provinces) 


100. Purnima Banerjee (-do-) 


111. Qudsia Aizaz Rasul (-do-) 
127. Kamala Chaudhri (-do-) 
256. Annie Mascarene (Travancore-Cochin) 


The manuscript was signed by the members on 24 January 1950. 277 members and three 
officers signed it, one member signed twice. The youngest signatory was Lokanath Misra (b. 
1922), followed by Kusum Kant Jain (b. 1921) and Ramprasad Potai (b. 1920). The youngest 
illustrator was Bani Patel. There were two couples among the members: Jivraj and Hansa 
Mehta and J. B. and Sucheta Kripalani. The team of illustrators also had one couple: Biswarup 
and Nibedita Bose. 


The handmade parchment papers used for the English manuscript were procured from 
England. Papers of same dimensions were made by the Hand Made Paper Research Centre, 
Pune, for the Hindi version, calligraphy and decorations for which was done by Basantrao 
Vaidya. For great historical value of these two volumes, a conservation project was 
undertaken, at the request of the Parliament Library, by the National Physical Laboratory, New 
Delhi. The challenge was to create a hermetically tight and mechanically sound seal, able to 
withstand changes in temperature and atmospheric pressure, durable over many years and 
resistant to contamination of the documents. NPL created a helium-filled glass case in 1989, 
but its sealing was not found satisfactory. So the NPL sought assistance, first from the Saint- 
Gobain Company, Paris, and then from the Getty Conservation Institute, USA. GCI built 
identical cases for English and Hindi versions of the Constitution. Internal volume of each was 
96,250 cm? with a dimension of 55 cm width x 70 cm length x 25 cm height. The cases were 
filled with nitrogen, with an oxygen concentration of less than 1%. NPL built stainless steel 
bases and teak cabinetwork. Installation was done in March 1994, in the Parliament Library, 
on the second floor of the Parliament building.?° 


Footnotes 


1- Constituent Assembly Debates, Volume V, p. 294, Lok Sabha Secretariat, sixth reprint, 2014 
(https://eparlib.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/762968/1/cad_29-08-1947.pdf) 


2 — A Tribute to the Artist who Sketched and illuminated India’s National Emblem, Sanchari 
Pal, The Better India, 26 December, 2016 (https://www.thebetterindia.com/79658/dinanath- 
bhargava-india-national-emblem/) 


3 — Bull seal, Harappa, harappa.com (https://www.harappa.com/indus/27.html) 


4 - The Artist whom Madurai Forgot, Soma Basu, The Hindu, 25 November 2015 
(https://www.thehindu.com/features/metroplus/the-artist-whom-madurai- 
forgot/article7916058.ece) 


5 — Bengal alpona, Santiniketan photographic memories by Chantal Jumel (https://chantal- 
jumel-kolam-kalam.com/en/bengal-alpona-santiniketan-photographic-memories/) 


6 — The Constitution of India: A National Gallery of a Few Good Men, Sourav Roy, Tasveer Ghar 
(http://www.tasveergharindia.net/essay/national-gallery-constitution-india.html) 


7 — The Tagore Triad: (2NC@8 (Pl PLOTS ay Sohini Dasgupta, 4 Number Platform 
(https://4numberplatform.com/?p=3881) 


8 — Whom the History books forgot, Shamayita Das, Akashvani Samvaad, 6 September 2018 
(http://akashvanisamvaad.blogspot.com/2018/09/january-2018-all-india-radio-was-to.html) 


9 - Vinayak S. Masoji — Artist Extraordinaire, The Free Library, 24 November 2014 
(https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Vinayak+S.+Masoji+-+Artist+Extraordinaire.-a0391312416) 


10 — Shantiniketan: Education for Girls, Uma Dasgupta, in Tagore’s Ideas of the New Woman: 
The Making and Unmaking of Female Subjectivity, ed. Chandrava Chakravarty, Sneha Kar 
Chaudhuri, SAGE Publishing India, New Delhi, 2017 
(https://books.google.co.in/books?id=7xpBDWAAQBAJ&pg=PT41#v=onepage&q&f=false) 


11 - Gauri Bhanja (1907-1998), Modern & Contemporary Art, Bid & Hammer 
(https://auctions.bidandhammer.com/gauri-bhanja) 


12 — What is Tagore’s Tripura connection!, Ajanta Chakraborty, The Times of India, 18 June 
2011 (https://timesofindia.com/city/kolkata/What-is-Tagores-Tripura- 
connection/articleshow/8903995.cms) 


13 — A Brief History of Printmaking at Santiniketan, Nirmalendu Das, Art etc. news & views, 
August 2011 (http://www.artnewsnviews.com/view-article.php?article=a-brief-history-of- 
printmaking-at-santiniketan&iid=23 &articleid=593) 


14 -— Bapu, Dandi March, Museums of India, National Portal & Digital Repository 
(http://museumofindia.gov.in/repository/record/ngma_blr-acc-no-03805-23) 


15 -— Mahatma Gandhi (Bapuji) on the Dandi March, Art Institute Chicago 
(https://www.artic.edu/artworks/201528/mahatma-gandhi-bapuji-on-the-dandi-march) 


16 — He was a member of the First Lok Sabha°; official lists in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
websites do not show him as a member of the Constituent Assembly. But his First Lok Sabha 
bioprofile2? mentions him as a member of the Constituent Assembly. 


17 — Signed as Kamalapati Tiwari (with original family name), but better known as Kamalapati 
Tripathi. 


18 — signed twice; serial nos. 130 and 212. 


19 — Preservation of the Original Documents of the Constitution of India, Hari Kishan and Shin 
Maekawa, Chapter 6 in Oxygen-Free Museum Cases, Shin Maekawa, Getty Publications, 1999 
(https://books.google.co.in/books?id=RISQAgAAQBAJ&pg=PA5 3#v=onepage&q&f=false) 


20 — see at https://loksabha.nic.in/Members/lokaralpha.aspx?Isno=1&tab=14 
21- see at http://164.100.47.194/loksabha/writereaddata/biodata_1_12/786.htm 


22 — Images of the Constitution pages taken from a scan at World Digital Library (it can be 
seen in reading mode at https://www.wdl.org/en/item/2672/view/1/1/), made from one of 
the Survey of India photolithographs. 


23 -— Signatures of the members of the Constituent Assembly were verified from Praful 
Thakkar’s Thematic Gallery of Indian Autographs 


(http://www.indianautographs.com/members-constituent-assembly.html). 


